
ADVANCED PLACEMENT PROGRAM 

 

 

The Advanced Placement (AP) Examinations Program is a service provided by College Board. 
High school students may take college-level examinations each spring and, depending upon 
their scores, may be awarded college credit and/or advanced placement at participating 
colleges and universities. All NNPS students who take AP courses must take the corresponding 
AP test in order to earn the full weighted credit for the course. 

Learn more about AP classes by visiting College Board's "Rise to Your Potential" page. 

Advanced Placement Program 

Our Advanced Placement (AP) program prepares students for post-secondary success. 

The Newport News Public Schools Advanced Placement (AP) program prepares students for 
post-secondary success. To prepare students for high school and beyond, the school division is 
taking steps to develop challenging and rigorous coursework for all students. 

NNPS is making strides in raising achievement levels for all students, and a 2015 report from 
the College Board shows a notable increase in the number of students taking Advanced 
Placement courses. 

From 2010 to 2015, the number of high school students taking Advanced Placement 
coursework rose 27% from 1,648 to 2,083, demonstrating that Newport News students took 
more Advanced Placement courses than their counterparts in other area school divisions. In just 
one year, the number of NNPS students taking at least one AP class increased by five percent: 
students took 3,374 Advanced Placement courses and the corresponding tests. 

The 2015 College Board report shows that all Newport News high schools increased their 
participation rate and the number of exams administered. NNPS requires all students enrolled in 
an AP course to take its corresponding final exam. 

NNPS encourages AP enrollment 

Recognizing the benefits of AP coursework, NNPS encourages all students to prepare for and 
take at least one AP class. Studies show that AP courses move students towards a higher level 
of preparedness for success after high school. AP courses help improve writing skills and 
problem-solving techniques, develop good study habits for engaging rigorous coursework, and 
provide students with a greater level of depth and detail in subject areas. 

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/exploreap


AP courses are open to all students and the school division covers all exam fees. NNPS is also 
a leader in AP course offerings with 37 courses in 22 subject areas - nearly every AP course 
offered. 

Newport News Public Schools offers more AP courses than any other public school division or 
private school on the Peninsula. 

Why Take AP Courses? 

Advanced Placement courses are college-level courses developed by the College Board, a not-
for-profit association whose mission is to connect students to college success and opportunity. 
AP tests are administered though the College Board and scored by an independent party. AP 
courses also: 

• improve writing skills and problem-solving techniques 
• develop study habits necessary for tackling rigorous coursework 
• provide students with a greater level of depth and detail in the subject areas 

Additionally, students who score a 3 (out of 5) or higher on an AP exam may be eligible for 
college credit. 

Washington Post education columnist and blogger Jay Mathews, who developed the "Best High 
Schools in America" rating system published by the Washington Post, said taking an AP class 
prepares students for success. "The smartest schools realize that they are engaging, and offer 
challenging courses that will help them [students] succeed in college," said Mathews in a phone 
interview. He said that Newport News "understands that participation in college level courses 
and tests is good for all students." 

Data has shown that students who have taken at least one AP course are twice as likely to 
complete college than students who have not taken any AP courses. 

 

What is an AP Test? 

Each AP course concludes with a college-level assessment developed and scored by college 
and university faculty as well as experienced AP teachers. AP Exams are an essential part of 
the AP experience, enabling students to demonstrate their mastery of college-level course work. 
Performing well on an AP Exam means more than just the successful completion of a course; it 
is a gateway to success in college. Research consistently shows that students who receive a 
score of 3 or higher on AP Exams typically experience greater academic success in college and 
have higher graduation rates than their non-AP peers. 

All NNPS students who take AP courses must take the corresponding AP test in order to earn 
the full weighted credit for the course. Newport News Public Schools will pay for AP tests to be 
given to all students enrolled in appropriate courses. Advanced Placement Examinations are 
administered in May of each year.  

Visit the College Board's "Taking the Exam" page to find out more information. 

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/takingtheexam


What is an AP Score? What does it mean? 

In June, AP exams are graded on a five-point scale, and students are able to view their scores 
on the AP Portal. To find out more about the 5-point scale and what they mean, visit College 
Board’s site “About AP Scores.” 

Advanced Placement Examinations are administered in May of each year.  In June, the 
examinations are graded on a five-point scale: 5 = extremely well qualified; 4 = well qualified; 3 
= qualified; 2 = possibly qualified; and 1 = no recommendation. 

In July, the scores are sent to the students, their designated colleges, and their home 
schools.  Colleges that participate in the Advanced Placement Examinations Program will then 
consider full or partial credit for scores of three or better.  Students enrolled in an AP course 
must work at an AP level throughout the course and put forth their best effort on the tests to be 
successful. 

Ten Reasons to Encourage Students to Take AP Courses 

1. Students study a subject in greater depth and are in classes with other students who are 
enthusiastic about sharing ideas and concepts in academically challenging ways. 

2. Students who take AP courses are more prepared to do college work because they have 
learned and practiced important learning and study skills. 

3. Students who succeed in AP courses and exams know that they have the ability to 
succeed in college, which helps them have the confidence to take more difficult and 
demanding courses. 

4. Students who are successful in AP courses often enter college as sophomores. Over 
1,400 institutions in the United States grant a full year's credit to students who have 
enough credits from taking AP courses and exams. 

5. Students who take AP courses often look at things differently. They often have 
experiences that broaden their horizons and provide them with new insights into their 
own skills and interests. 

6. Newport News Public Schools pays for all costs associated with AP examinations. 
7. Students who take AP courses improve their chances of getting into competitive 

colleges. 
8. Students who take AP courses and exams increase their options at college. They may 

be able to take upper level courses in their field of interest or complete their 
undergraduate degrees in less than four years, thus saving money on college tuition. 

9. Students who excel in AP courses may receive a Scholar Award from the College Board. 
10. Most importantly, students who take AP courses know that they have mastered rigorous 

academic courses. This knowledge may encourage them to take academic risks that 
result in significant accomplishments in college and throughout their lives. 

Visit the College Board website for more information: 

 

NNPS encourages AP enrollment 

Recognizing the benefits of AP coursework, NNPS encourages all students to prepare for and 
take at least one AP class. Studies show that AP courses move students towards a higher level 
of preparedness for success after high school. AP courses help improve writing skills and 

https://apscore.collegeboard.org/scores
https://apscore.collegeboard.org/scores/about-ap-scores
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse


problem-solving techniques, develop good study habits for engaging rigorous coursework, and 
provide students with a greater level of depth and detail in subject areas. 

AP courses are open to all students and the school division covers all exam fees. NNPS is also 
a leader in AP course offerings with 29 courses-nearly every AP course offered. 

Newport News Public Schools offers more AP courses than any other public school division or 
private school on the Peninsula.  *Please know that not all AP courses may be offered at all 
high schools.*  Students enrolled in designated courses at the International Baccalaureate 
Program at Warwick High School may sit for Advanced Placement Exams provided that the 
course syllabus has been approved.   

What Advanced Placement Courses Are Offered in Newport News Public Schools?  

Subject Course Typically Taken  
during … Year 

Art AP Art History Senior 
Art AP Music Theory Sophomore/Junior/Senior 
Art AP Studio Art:  2-D Design Junior/Senior 
Art AP Studio Art: 3-D Design Junior/Senior 
Art AP Studio Art: Drawing Junior/Senior 
English AP English Language & Composition Junior 
English AP English Literature & Composition Senior 
History & Social Science AP Human Geography Freshman 
History & Social Science AP Microeconomics Sophomore/Junior/Senior 
History & Social Science AP Psychology Junior/Senior 

History & Social Science AP United States Government & 
Politics 

Senior 

History & Social Science AP United States History Junior 
History & Social Science AP World History: Modern Sophomore 
Math & Computer Science AP Calculus AB Junior/Senior 
Math & Computer Science AP Calculus BC Junior/Senior 
Math & Computer Science AP Computer Science A Junior/Senior 
Math & Computer Science AP Computer Science Principles Sophomore/Junior/Senior 
Math & Computer Science AP Statistics Senior 
Sciences AP Biology Sophomore 
Sciences AP Chemistry Junior 
Sciences AP Environmental Science Freshman 
Sciences AP Physics 1 Junior/Senior 
Sciences AP Physics 2 Junior/Senior 

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-art-history
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-music-theory
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-studio-art-2-d-design
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-3d-art-and-design
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-drawing
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-english-language-and-composition
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-english-literature-and-composition
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-human-geography
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-microeconomics
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-psychology
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-united-states-government-and-politics
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-united-states-government-and-politics
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-united-states-history
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-world-history-modern
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-calculus-ab
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-calculus-bc
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-computer-science-a
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-computer-science-principles
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-statistics
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-biology
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-chemistry
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-environmental-science
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-physics-1
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-physics-2-algebra-based


Sciences  AP Physics C:  Electricity and 
Magnetism Junior/Senior 

Sciences AP Physics C:  Mechanics Junior/Senior 
World Language & Culture AP French Language & Culture Senior 
World Language & Culture AP German Language & Culture Senior 
World Language & Culture AP Latin & Culture Senior 
World Language & Culture AP Spanish Language & Culture Senior 

 

 

 

https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-physics-c-electricity-and-magnetism
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-physics-c-electricity-and-magnetism
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-physics-c-mechanics
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-french-language-and-culture
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-german-language-and-culture
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-latin
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-spanish-language
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